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ZDGl OCT lb P 2:42 

IN THE COUNTY COURT OF THE STATE OF ®RffiGOI'i·EiiiElON COATS 
COU!HY CLER!~ 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF WASCO 

IN THE MATTER OF APPOINTING A ) 
SPECIAL TERM OF THIS COURT. ) 0 R D E R 

NOW ON THIS DAY, October 15, 2007, it appearing to the below 

signed Judge of this Court that the Court is in vacation and that the 

necessities of County business requires a Special Meeting of the Court. 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED: That the Court 

convene at the hour of 10:00 a.m. on October 22, 2007, at the County 

Courthouse, Deschutes Meeting Room, 511 Washington Street, 

The Dalles, Oregon, to meet in Special Session to conduct County business 

as required. 

DATED this 15th day of October, 2007. 

WASCO COUNTY COURT 

l\ .A ---; 
/, .</' I 

/c:?f~" ,.Vf. c~ .. .. { "'"· ('" i~ .. u. -;':!,_. 

Dan Erickse·n ·· 
WASCO COUNTY JUDGE 

1 - SPECIAL ORDER 



WASCO COUNTY COURT 

SPECIAL SESSION 

AMENDED AGENDA 

October 22, 2007 

LOCATION: WASCO COUNTY COURTHOUSE. 
"DESCHUTES MEETING ROOM" 

(FORMERLY KNOWN AS THE BACK BASEMENT MEETING ROOM" 
511 Washington Street. The Dalles, Oregon 

10:00 a.m. EXECUTIVE SESSION as authorized by ORS 192.660 (2) (a) to 
consider the employment of a public officer, employee, staff 
member or individual agent. 

10:30 a.m. INTERVIEW of two candidates for appointment to the Wasco 
County Home Rule Charter Committee. 

APPOINTMENT of four (4) individuals to the Wasco County Home 
Rule Charter Committee. 

10:55 a.m. PUBLIC HEARING to consider the approval of the Resolution of 
the County Court, of Wasco County, Oregon affirming the authority 
of the Mid-Columbia Council of Governments to acquire real 
property and to execute and deliver a financing agreement and 
related financing documents in connection with the acquisition of 
real property; and related matters. 

11 :00 a.m. ADOPTION of the Wasco County Public Works Department 2007 
Snow Removal Plan. 

NOTE: THIS AGENDA IS SUBJECT TO LAST MINUTE CHANGES. 

Tfie facifity is fiancCicayyet£ accessi6fe. Pfease contact (541) 506-2520, 
if you need specia{ accommodations to attencC tfie meeting. 

T'D'D - 1-Boo-735-2900 
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10:10 a.m. Executive Session as authorized by ORS 192.660 (2) (a) to 
consider the employment of a public officer, employee, staff 
member or individual agent. 
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Tfie facifity is fiancficayyea accessi6fe. Pfease contact (541) 506-2520, 

if you neea syecia( accommodations to attencf tfie meeting. 
T'D'D - 1-Boo-735-2900 
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WASCO COUNTY COURT 
SPECIAL SESSION 
OCTOBER 22, 2007 

PRESENT: Dan Ericksen, County Judge 
Sherry Holliday, County Commissioner 
Bill Lennox, County Commissioner 
Kathy McBride, Administrative Assistant 

At 1 0:15 a.m. Judge Ericksen called to order the Special Session of the 
County Court. 

The Court convened into Executive Session as authorized by 
ORS 192.660 (2) (a) to consider the employment of a public officer, employee, 
staff member or individual agent. 

At 10:38 a.m. the Court adjourned out of Executive Session and returned 
to Regular Session. 

{{{Commissioner Lennox moved that Lynnette Benjamin, Wasco 
Sherman Public Health Director, be taken off probationary status, effective 
November 1, 2007. Commissioner Holliday seconded the motion; it was 
then passed unanimously.}}} 

At 10:40 a.m. Judge Ericksen stated that this is the time for the County 
Court to interview two applicants for the newly created Wasco County Home 
Rule Charter Committee. It has been a difficult process since the Court has 
received applications from very qualified individuals. The Court came up with 
five names and the County can only appoint four individuals. The Court will be 
interviewing Robert Raschio and Meredith Van Valkenburgh. 

Judge Ericksen asked Robert Raschio to provide the Court with some 
information on his background. 

Robert Raschio noted that he was born and raised in Clackamas County. 
He attended law school and began working in private practice after graduating 
from college. He has lived in Eastern Oregon since college. Mr. Raschio noted 
his work history and civic activities. Robert Raschio stated that he and his wife 
moved to Wasco County in July 2006. 

Mr. Raschio stated that he is interested in being on the committee 
because he is interested in this kind of process. 
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Judge Ericksen and Commissioner Lennox each asked Mr. Raschio a 
question. 

Mr. Raschio responded by stating that he sees population growth, zoning 
regulations, developing a reasonable tax base, and how the community is taxed, 
as challenges. In terms of the County being able to support local businesses, 
sometimes a County charter addresses those things. Mr. Raschio has reviewed 
ORS Chapter 203. He will need to learn about the local government, what is 
working, what is not. Mr. Raschio stated he took a local government class in law 
school. He feels the philosophy of the government is important in this process. 

Commissioner Holliday stated that since Wasco County has many rural 
areas in the County she would hope that Mr. Raschio would get to know the 
entire County if he becomes a member of the Committee. 

Mr. Raschio stated that he is very familiar with rural community issues. 

At 10:54 a.m. Meredith VanValkenburgh was interviewed. 

Meredith Van Valkenburgh noted where he attended college and law 
school. He served as Wasco County Deputy District Attorney for several years. 
Mr. Van Valkenburgh stated that he has represented school districts and cities up 
and down the river. He has been practicing law since 1953. He has served on 
the County Planning Commission and has been involved in many county affairs 
over the years. 

Mr. Van Valkenburgh stated that he was involved in the prior County 
Charter effort, which failed. He is married with five children and six 
grandchildren. He served in the army. 

Judge Ericksen and Commission Lennox asked Mr. Van Valkenburgh the 
same questions, which were asked of Mr. Raschio. 

Mr. Van Valkenburgh stated that money and how we get it to fund the 
programs that we feel are necessary are always a challenge. The management 
of the County, the road system, how we handle the lack of timber revenue, 
personnel, and taxes is all challenges. Mr. Van Valkenburgh stated that the 
County has cooperated very well with other governmental agencies over the past 
couple of years. He does not have any great burning passion on the charter 
issue. Mr. Van Valkenburgh stated that he does not see a need for electing the 
clerk, assessor, surveyor, or treasurer. 
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Mr. Van Valkenburgh stated that he was on the group that met that was 
looking into the home rule charter issue. They looked into other charters and 
invited people to come and discuss it. Mr. Van Valkenburgh has read the statute 
and he feels it is worth a try to see if the people want it. Another feature of the 
charter is dividing the County into districts. 

Commissioner Holliday asked Mr. Van Valkenburgh what he thinks the 
County has done right, since many times we hear what the County is doing 
wrong. 

Mr. Van Valkenburgh stated when he first came to The Dalles the County 
and the City fought like cats and dogs. He feels the County has done a good job 
being fair and competent. 

Mr. Van Valkenburgh stated that it is a legal process and it peaks his 
interest. It has the potential of being more independent from state government. 

At 11 :07 a.m. the Court deliberated on the appointment of four individuals 
to the newly created Wasco County Home Rule Charter Committee. 

Commissioner Lennox stated that this is a difficult decision. We have a 
fresh young attorney that appears to have a wonderful perspective and a 
commitment. It is balanced with an experienced lawyer that has been in the 
community for a number of years who knows how the County has operated. 

Commissioner Lennox stated that a lot of energy would be needed for this 
process since it will be a lengthy important process. It will take a lot of work and 
commitment of each Committee Member. 

Commissioner Lennox stated that he would support appointing Meredith 
Van Valkenburgh to the Committee. 

Commissioner Holliday stated that she would probably have said the 
same things. Commissioner Holliday knows Mr. Van Valkenburgh; he has 
spoken to her after becoming a Commissioner about some of his concerns on 
County government. There has been some criticism of the County, but she feels 
that Van can bring some positive things with his appointment. 

Commissioner Holliday stated that Mr. Raschio is a fresh face. This is a 
difficult decision. She thinks Robert has some time to do this, but she would 
support Mr. Van Valkenburgh at this time. 

I 
I 
I 
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Judge Ericksen stated that he would support Robert Raschio. He would 
reiterate what the Commissioners have said. Mr. VanValkenburgh has shown 
an interest over a long period of time of being interested in the local and state 
governments. Mr. Van Valkenburgh will contribute a lot and he has previous 
charter experience. Judge Ericksen stated that Mr. Raschio carries a lot of 
enthusiasm and interest. He understands the rural issues in rural counties. 

Judge Ericksen stated that one of the appointees of Senator Ted Ferrioli 
and Representative John Huffman has withdrawn their name. They are looking 
for another candidate. The County has already faxed them the applications of 
other potential candidates. Judge Ericksen stated that he would call them 
immediately following the County Court's decision. He has already informed 
them that it will be a tough decision. Judge Ericksen will forward to them his 
recommendation of Robert Raschio. 

Judge Ericksen noted that the eight committee members would be 
appointing the ninth member of the committee. 

{{{Commissioner Holliday moved to appoint Joan Silver, Julie 
Krueger, Keith Mobley and Meredith Van Valkenburgh to the newly created 
Wasco County Home Rule Charter Committee for a term not to exceed two 
years. Commissioner Lennox seconded the motion; it was then passed 
unanimously.}}} 

At 11:17 a.m. Judge Ericksen called to order the Public Hearing to 
consider the approval of the Resolution of the County Court, of Wasco County, 
Oregon affirming the authority of the Mid-Columbia Council of Governments to 
acquire real property and to execute and deliver a financing agreement and 
related financing documents in connection with the acquisition of real property; 
and related matters. 

John Arens, Executive Director of Mid-Columbia Council of Governments 
(MCCOG), stated that a year ago MCCOG and the property owner split the cost 
of an appraisal fee. MCCOG is proposing to acquire the property from Ray 
Matthew. MCCOG is requesting that the County grant them authority to 
purchase the real property. MCCOG has been leasing the facility for 15 years. 
MCCOG did the initial improvements under the lease. They have negotiated the 
purchase of the property, which Mr. Arens feels is a very good deal. Mr. Arens 
stated that Wasco County is the last County to approve the proposed Resolution. 
MCCOG's Board of Directors will be meeting tomorrow to obtain the final 
approval of the purchase of the property. They are hoping to close next month. 
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Commissioner Holliday stated that this is a good deal for MCCOG. The 
Board of Directors is supportive of the purchase of the property, which she is a 
member of. 

Judge Ericksen asked if there was anyone present wishing to testify. 
There was no one. 

At 11:21 a.m. the hearing was closed to further testimony. 

{{{Commissioner Lennox moved to approve the Resolution of the 
County Court, of Wasco County, Oregon affirming the authority of the 
Mid-Columbia Council of Governments to acquire real property and to 
execute and deliver a financing agreement and related financing 
documents in connection with the acquisition of real property; and related 
matters. Commissioner Holliday seconded the motion; it was then passed 
unanimously.}}} 

Mr. Arens stated that he is aware of the County's request to have the 
MCCOG Board of Directors amend their Bylaws. They will be addressing that 
within the next month. 

The Public Hearing adjourned at 11:23 a.m. 

The Court considered the adoption of the Wasco County Snow Response 
Plan as recommended by Marty Matherly, Wasco County Roadmaster. 

Some discussion occurred. 

{{{Commissioner Lennox moved to adopt the Snow Response Plan 
that will be followed during inclement weather conditions provided that 
unanticipated circumstances requiring a change to the plan does not 
emerge. Commissioner Holliday seconded the motion; it was then passed 
unanimously.}}} 

The Court recessed at 11 :25 a.m. to attend the ribbon cutting ceremony 
for the Mid-Columbia Community Food Facility located in The Dalles, Oregon. 

The Court reconvened at 1:11 p.m. 

The Court discussed the proposed Emergency Response Cooperative 
Assistance Agreement between Wasco County and Hood River County. 



WASCO COUNTY COURT 
SPECIAL SESSION 
OCTOBER 22, 2007 
PAGE6 

{{{Commissioner Holliday moved to approve the Emergency 
Response Cooperative Assistance Agreement between Hood River County 
and Wasco County. Commissioner Lennox seconded the motion; it was 
then passed unanimously.}}} 

{{{Commissioner Lennox moved to approve the Order in the matter 
of increasing the Petty Cash Fund for the purpose of a cash till for the 
Wasco Sherman Public Health Department. Commissioner Holliday 
seconded the motion; it was then passed unanimously.}}} 

At 1:31 p.m. the Court visited with Tyler Stone, Wasco County Employee 
& Administrative Services Manager, regarding Randy Christiansen's email in 
regards to use of the internet. 

[[[A copy of the email of Randy Christiansen, Information Services 
Manager, is hereto attached and made a part of this record.]]] 

Some discussion occurred regarding the reason behind sending out an 
email regarding relevant and non-relevant internet sites. 

Staff was instructed to pull out a copy of the Computer Policy for the 
Court's review. In the meantime, the issue of internet use will be discussed at an 
upcoming Quest meeting. 

The Court briefly discussed several issues pertaining to the proposed 
Intergovernmental Agreement with the City of Maupin for Library Services and 
the email received from Lynn Rasmussen, Wasco County Finance Director, 
pertaining to the purchase of a building by Mid-Columbia Council of 
Governments. 

Commissioner Lennox requested that the Court schedule a work session 
to consider the establishment and appointment of a Renewable Energy 
Committee. 

At 2:06 p.m. Eric Nisley, Wasco County District Attorney/County Counsel, 
stopped in and reported that the notebooks for the Home Rule Charter 
Committee will be ready on Wednesday, October 24, 2007 for distribution. He 
noted what information would be included in the notebook. 

Kathy McBride, Administrative Assistant, noted that the Home Rule 
Charter Committee needs to be convened within 80 days from the date of their 
appointment. 
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Mr. Nisley stated that he is preparing a memo for distribution to the 
Committee. 

Some discussion occurred. It was noted that the Committee would be 
responsible for the distribution of the required public meeting notices. 

Mr. Nisley discussed with the Court and Mr. Tyler the email that was 
blocked by the County's software, which was being sent to the State of Oregon. 

Discussion occurred regarding the email that was sent out by Randy 
Christiansen, Information Services Manager. 

The Court directed Mr. Stone to have the system turned off until further 
discussion at the Department Head level is conducted. 

The Court signed: 

- Resolution of the County Court, of Wasco County, Oregon affirming the 
authority of the Mid-Columbia Council of Governments to acquire real property 
and to execute and deliver a financing agreement and related financing 
documents in connection with the acquisition of real property; and related 
matters. 
- Emergency Response Cooperative Assistance Agreement between Hood River 
County and Wasco County. 
- Order in the matter of increasing the Petty Cash Fund for the purpose of a cash 
till for the Wasco Sherman Public Health Department. 
-Wasco County Snow Response Plan. 

The Court adjourned at 3:00p.m. 

Sherry Hoi\J~ay, County Corii~issioner 

Bill Lennox, County Commissioner 


